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Feb. 20, KccM ( .1" ITarriet Jones, 5?2V ()7
Mrs. Pliilemene Peqiiet's laiuily. U; 00
Anna Keating and eliikl, ol 00
Sarah Hiekey, 40
Joseph Silva, 12 00
Sarah J. Jones, C> 00
Thos. J. Sweatt, 40 00
Walter S. Howard's family, 00
Chas. F. Wentworth's lainilv, 40 !)0
Geo. W.Ellis, ^ 10 00
Levi B. Johnson. 5 00
Anna F. Howard and child, 8 00
transient and transportation, 30 20
county treasurer, 1-2 of two li([-
uor lines of J. T. Dodge, r)0 00
1-2 licpior hue of Rachel and
Mark Roberts, 25 00
1-2 of beer tine of H. L. Beecher, 5 00
Feb. 23, J. L. Copp, police court fine, 3 00
Mar. 1, James F. Foss, sheep damage
by his dog, 10 00
Samuel X. Wingate, for damage
paid Frank S. Dodge,
caused by his obstruct-
ing highway, 25 00
S. D. Wentworth, balance due
from police court to
March 1st, 274 53
Received income of Adams fund, 553 14
$19,904 4"
PAYMENTS BY SELECTMEN TO TRKASrUKK.
Mav S,])aid F. E.Wallace, trcasurer,as per rec'pt.^ 201 00
*




'• '' 400 00





P;ii(l David Hayes, groceries delivered Frank S.
Dodge, $ 5 05
K. F. Smith, wood delivered Benj. C. Ellis, 1 69
Rochester Grange, No. 86, groceries delivered
George B. Jenness, 5 00
John W. Clark, wood delivered George B.
Jenness, 3 50
T. E. Burnham, groceries delivered George B.
Jenness, 5 00
E. S. Smart, groceries delivered George B.
Jenness, 13 lY
Eliza C. A'arney, care of John Carty's child, 37 00
Daniel Swaine, wood delivered Abigail Home, 5 50
Samuel Jenness, ^* 7 25
W. G. Bradley, pair boots '' 2 15
A. M. Cousens, groceries delivered John A.
Page famdy, 3 00
Ephi-aim Hanniiett, rent, John A. Page family, 16 00
Rochester Grange, No. 86, groceries delivered
Michael Vallie, 5 00
T. E. Burnham, groceries delivered Michael
Yallie,
Mary E. Hart, rent for Sullivan flxmily.
Aim Quinlan, rent for Sullivan family,
John W. Chessman, aid for Samuel Willey and
wife.
James Bell, aid for Samuel Willey and wife,
James H. Edgerly, coffin for Mrs. Willey,
J. Thorne Dodge, rent for Edward Maxfield,
Noah McDuffee, rent for Wm. H. Randall,
S. F. Sanderson, medicines for John Otis famdy, 3 10
L. <fc S. Baruch, dry goods '^ 1 50
Rochester Grange, No. 86, groceries for John
Otis family, 3 00
Isaiah Cushing,wood delivered Auguste Gagne, 3 00
Sayward & Co., groceries '' 5 00
James H. Edgerly, coffin for Mrs. Auguste
Gagne, ' 6 00
6 00
Paid Sovereigns of Industrv. groceries ' delivered
James G. York, 8 5 00
S. F. Sanderson, medicines for Mrs. James G.
York, 05
Jas. H. Edgerly colHn li.r Mrs. James G. York, 6 00
Saninel Jellerson, burial of " 2 00
AV. (t. Ijradley, pair boots for Jonathan Watson, 2 s.)
H. W. Roberts, groceries delivered James
Hoyt, 20 73
Norway Plains Afanufacturing Gom])any, rent
for Mrs. Pliilomene Pecjuet,
'
1 i 00
.lolm AV. Clark, wood delivered Airs. IMiilo-
mene Peq net. .'> 00
John \V. Meserve, groceries delivered Harriet
y Jones, 11 .59
George D. Palmer, wood delivered Harriet
Jones, ;] (;.5
\V. G. Bradley, shoes delivered Harriet Jones, 1 25
Sovereigns of Industry, groceries delivered
Harriet Jones, 11 18
Alary Lone, board of Anna Keating's child, 37 00
H. W. Roberts, groceries delivered Sarah
Hickey, 3 77
P. H. Hartigan, groceries delivered Sarah
Hickey, 5 72
Sovereigiis of Industry, groceries delivered
Sarah J. Jones, . ,, GOO
AVilliam AI. Ricker, care of Hr.' Sweatt, 4(; (10
Rochester Grange, No. SG, groceries delivered
AValter S. Howard fimily, G 00
T. E. Burnham, groceries delivered (1ias. F.
Wentworth's family, li; 7G
F. S. Smart, groceries delivered Chas. F.
AVentwortlrs family. S 14
P. H. Hartigan, groceries deliverccl ('has. F.
WentwortlTs family, IC 00




Sovereigns ot' Industiv, groceries delivei'cd
Geoigc W. Ellis; .5 00
10
IVid Roeliester Grange, No. 86, groceries delivered
Levi B. Johnson, $ 5 00
S. P. Colomy, aid for Anna F. Howard's child, 8 00
Ira C. A'arney, board of transient Avoman and
cliild, 3 00
George F. Richardson, ticket for sick man, 2 30
C. W. Brown, ticket for transient woman, 3 00
Geo. W. Sayward, care of sick family of 3
over Sunday, 10 00
Geo. F. Richardson, tickets for same, 3 30
C. B. Hill, board of transient w^oman and child, 1 50
C. W. Brown, tickets for same, 2 10
Mary Day, aid, 50 00
$638 73
TOWN POOR.
Paid Rosa Lassard, care of Mrs. Wm. Clifford, $ 7 50
Daniel Swaine. wood delivered Mrs. Wm.
CHfford, 4 12
P. H. Hartigan, groceries delivered Mrs. Wm.
Clifford, 3 50
Jas. H. Edgerly, coffin for Ada Clouglrs boy, 6 00




H. W. Roberts, groceries delivered James
Hoyt, 18 08
Jonas Plumer, wood delivered James Hoyt, 2 50
J. W. Meserve, groceries delivered Harriet
Jones family, 1 2 00
S. F. Sanderson, syringe delivered Harriet
Jones, 50
Rochester Grange, No. 86, goods delivered
Isaac Jenness, 77 32






Pike & Sanborn, medicine for Samuel Willcy, $ 38
F. E. Wliitnev, six months' services as town
doctor, 37 50
Charles ]>hizo, six months' services as town
doctor, 34 50
S. F. Sanderson, school Looks delivered poor
children, per order of committee, 2 IG
Worcester <fe Greenfield, school books delivered
poor children, per order of committee, IG 94
county of Stratford, board and clothing of
Ruth Sanborn, 77 61
count V of Strafford, board and clothing of
' Frank Page, 150 89
1938 43
Of the above paupers James Hoyt, Harriet Jones'
family, Anna Keating's child, Walter S. Howard's family,
Chas. F. Wentwortlrs famil}^ and Ruth Sanborn have been
established on the county by the change in the pauper law.
STREET LIGHTS.
Paid Geo. F. Willey, changing lamp posts,
'' setting new lamps,
Globe Gaslight Co., 4 lanterns and posts,
B. <fe M. R. R., freight on the same,
J. Thorne Dodge, lighting to May 1st,
Glo1)e Gaslight Co., lighting to Feb. 1st,
Wendell P. Ela, repairs, 1882,
6 75
13
Paid Jolin W. Tliom]>?;on. 2 keys for H. S: L. house, $
Thomas McCiillis, clearing reservoirs and
painting,
Chas. Hooper, trucking,
E. G. k E. Wallace, for packing and oil,
S. F. Sanderson, supplies,
C. E. Ricker, supplies,
E. M. Demick, trucking to Gonic,
Geo. ^y. Foss. clearing hydrants, 1880 and 1881,
R. H. Parker, -
*
1882 and 1883,
C. E. Ricker, supplies,
8. F. Sanderson, supplies,
Geo. W. Foss, labor on Gonic engine house,
John F. Torr, fighting fire, per order of engineers, 3
F. PI Wallace & Co., supplies,
Michael Carroll, cleaning liose,
Haven T. Nutter, painting Torrent niachine,
Chas. W. Sleeper, repairs,
Geo. F. Willev, clearing reservoirs, winter
of 1882, 25 50
Geo. F. Willev, clearing reservoirs, winter
of 1883, and repairs, 41 71
J. Thorne Dodge, services as engineer, 36 75
E. A. Willand, services as assistant engineer, 10 00




Henry B. Euglev, pay roll for Torrent No. 5
Engine Co., ' 400 00
John Rogers, pay roll for Torrent No. 2 En-
oine Co., 400 00
Wm. F." Hunt. i)av roll for H. & L. Co., 200 00
E. A. Willand, pay roll for Hose Co., 200 00
Michael Donahue, poy roll for Cochecho No.
1 Engine Co., 31)0 00







No. Dist. « Name of Surveyor.
23, paid on orders of Richmond H. Clark,


























John D. Parsldey, on servers and sidewalks
24,
IG
Paid Elbridgo Jacobs,work rebuilding Hiissey bridge, 13 50
Jas. T. Higgins, '' 25 50
Gihnaii A. Pearl, '' 1-1 00
0. G. Higo-ins, " 11 25
Henry AV.'Peasley, "' 28 00
Clias. Estes, work and timber, Hussey bridge, 25 00
Clias. E. Kicker, work and stone, Hussey bridge, 12 00
Jolni F. Torr, land damage, on petition of R.
T. Rogers, 15 00
Richard T. Rogers, building new road, 235 00
James T. Xutter, land damage for highway, 400 00
James Corson, building road through Nutter's, 291 90
AVillard Nutter, work rebuilding Howard bridge, 6 00
Cliiford Hart, Avork and lumber rebuilding
Howard bridge, 21 50
Frank Pugsley, work rebuilding Howard bridge, 9 75
Job 0. Howard,
Atlas B. Howard,
John H. Howard, ''
Henrv W. Peasley, ''
Chas.' Estes, ''
John Otis, "
John A. Wilkinson, ''
Solomon Ev^ans, clearing snow and ice,





Wm. Flagg, drawing stone,
'i\ D. Pickering, edgestone for Gonic,
(ilonic Manufacturing Co., for timber,
Geo. Tyler, for road machine,
Patrick Collins, land damage,
Chas. F. Hayes, work on Flat Rock bridge,
J. H. Meserve, lumber,
Hominicus Hanson, land damage, 1881,
F. E. Wallace, hardware,
J. O. Hayes, plank,




J'aid Jas. H. Edgerly, sewer drop forms,
Geo. A. Pickering, supporting watering trough,
Andrew W. Foss, supporting watering trough
2 years,





L. B. Moulton, plank and stone,
John Nealand, work on highway,
George F. Willey, repairs on Pme street,
3 00
19




























































Paid J. 0. Hcives, teams for police. $ 2 75
John Greenfield, arrest and committal of Oscar
B. Dixon.
John P. Lovell's Sons, for liandcuHs,
John P. Loveirs Sons, lor handcuffs and pair
twisters,
Geo. D. Palmer^ wood for lock-up,
John ^McPultee, room for police, 1882,
Geo. W. ITorne, repairs on police rooms,
Geo. F. AVilley, cleaning in and around lock-up,
'• lixing up headquarters, <tc.,
C. A. Allen, team tor police,
Xalium L. Berry, balance as police, 1882,
F. E. Wallace <fc Co., goods for lock-up,
Clias. E. Clark, repairing lock,
Wendell P. I'Cla, goods and stove for police,
Rochester Grange, No.8(), crackers and cheese
for lock-up,
Geo. F. Willey, special police for circus,
Hanscam ct McDuffee.rent for police headquarters,20 00
Thomas McCrillis, police, 1883,
Edward Jossclyn, special police, 1883,
Chas. L. Ward, special police through flxir,
E. A. Willand, special police,
Geo. F. Willey, police, 1883,
JohnH. Pingree, " ^'
Nahum L. lierry, '' '•
county of Strafford, ]>oard and clothing for
Benj. C. Ellis, sentence to county farm,
county of Strafford, board and clothing for Al-
bert Horney,
Jonathan Wentworth. toaiiis fortius police,
$G42 1)8
During the year the selectmen have signed 42 search
Avarrants for liipior, I for selling, 2 for keeping open Sun-




Paid Joseph 0. Hayes, interest on note No. 3, $ 40 00
E.J. Mathes, ^ " 2, 3G 15
Benjamin F. Hayes, '^ 4, 28 00
Jacob K. Bickford, '' 5, 8 00
Rocliester Savings Bank, note, 1000 00
'• interest on same, 80 33
Chas. B. Gafney, note No. 20 and interest, 410 Gl
Norway Plains Savings Bank, note No. 16
and interest 1553 25
$3156 40
DOG DEPREDATIONS, 1882.
Paid R. J. Wallace, chickens, $12 00
Charles W. Willand, 1 sheep, 4 00
Noah Willand, " 4 00
Geora;e Knox, 1 sheep killed, lamb bitten, 5 00
Joseph Blaisdell, 2 hens, 2 00
John F. Young, damage to 16 sheep, 80 00
^' ^' 5 " 15 00
Mrs. J. S. Calef, damage to hens, 1 00
Martha A. Hussey, one turkey, 2 50
George S. Roberts, damage to sheep, 6 00
Frank P. Meader, '' 10 00
Frank A. Willey, '' 5 sheep, 10 00
S. F. Varney, 4 hens, 3 00
Ezra Pray, damage to sheep, 20 00
WendeUP. Ela, "'^ geese, 6 00
$180 50
BOUNTY ON CROWS AND WOODCHUCKS.
Paid Henry Willey, bounty on 6 crows, $ 60
Charles V. Foss. ''' 17 '^ 170
E. K. Meader. ' " 1 crow, 10
23






















































































Paid George F. Willey, cieannio- (Ult* AV
repan-uig pump on scpiare,
George B. Roberts, supervisor,
tion, 1883,
(h-aig (fc Tucker, 1 N(^. 30 sate,








riiid Dana IJ. McDuHl'c, niuvino; same, $ 10 00
S. F. Sanderson, goods delivered l)oard of
liealth for cleansing, 3 09
Geo. F. AVilley. per order of board of luniltli, 75
John Howard; ' ^' 1 25
Oeo. F. Willey, '' 2 50
S. F. Sanderson, " 2 25
0. B. AVarren, for Sampson Post, G. A. R., 100 00
James Wentwortli, painting old cemetery
fence, 4 50
Fremont Goodwin, complaints and warrants. G 50
John H. Osborne, rent of land for powder
liouse, 2 00
1. B. Dennett, setting glass in Town Hall, 2 70
S. F, Shorey, medicines, package and express, 5 75
" damage to team, 1110
William Ramsbottom, damage to sleigh, 6 00
Henry C. Nutter, damage to carriage, 2 00
Sanborn & Cochrane, on execution for Charles
F. Home's railroad case, 885 55
Michael Carroll, Jr., going to Nashua to sum-
mons witnesses, 1882, 6 25
J. B. and P. R. Francis, putting up and taking-
down desk in Town Hall, 2 00
John W. Blaisdell, damage to horse, 1882. 20 00
D. J. Parsons, tax abated by order of select-
men, 1882, 5 00
E. J. Mathes, poll tax paid, 1882 (over 70), 1 Gl
John D. Clark, in settlement for highAvav dam-
ages in 1882, ' 200 00
G. F. Worcester, damage to team, 1882, 15 00
Geo. G. Berry & Son, printing, 1 00
Frank S. Dodge, damage to team, caused by S.
N. Wingate's wood-pile, 25 00
John W. Tt^betts, appraising schoolhouse
property, 1882, 9 00
E. J. Mathes,appraising schoolhouse property, '82, 5 00
Dudley B. Waldron, ' '' '5 00
Samuel F. Page, services on petition in school
districts 8, 10 and 17, 2 00
2j
Paid Ezra Prav. services on petition in selioul di
tricYs 8, 10 and IT,
John Le<2:i-o, auditor. 1882,
M. 11. Oso-(H)d. care of town clock,
A. S. Parslilev. insurance.
E. J. Mathes;
county treasurer, county tax,
state
*
" state ' ^•




Paid for time and expense to Nortli Rochester, pau-
per case,
1 day at East Rochester, surveying,
1 day at Dover, Calef case,
time and expense to pay Sherry execution,
2 days with county commissioners,
time and expense to Lebanon,in Home case
4 days at Dover,
summoning witnesses,
cash paid witnesses,
copying inventory for county commissioners,
hlank books and stationery,
time and expense to Concord, to pay state
tax and draw money,
time and expense to pay county tax,
depositions in pauper cases,
time and expense to Dover, setthng with
county commissioners,
postage stamps used,
appraising school district property,
Paid Horace L. Worcester, services as town clerk,




Paid for 1 day at Dover, meeting of county com-
missioners and selectmen, 3 00
telephone dispatch, 25
hunting records for costs and collecting of
railroad, Home case, 1 25
2 days at Boston, after safe and road ma-
chine, 8 00
3 trips to Dover, court and county com-
missioners,
to Concord, to pay state tax and draw
money,
3 days at Dover, Feb. term court, and set-
tling with county commissioners, Y 50
depositions in 17 pauper cases, 15 00
postage stamps used, 1 20
Avork on collector's book and counterpart
of 1882, 10 00
^ 1 25
27
Paid Frank E. Wallace, services as treasurer, $125 00
Simon L. Home, going to Gt. Falls, road case, 2 50
Charles Estes, twice to Bow Pond, Clark case, G 00
Charles Estes, setting and repairing guide-
boards and i)osts, 2 00
$16,539 7-1:
SELECTMEN'S BILLS.
To distributing inventory blanks, $50 00
taking inventory, 90 00
making regular taxes, 75 00
receiving returns of inventories and hearings, i)5 00
recording and distributing school lists, 12 00
'^ road lists, 15 00
recording collector's lists, 10 00
enrolling militia, 12 00
enumerating school children, 30 00
assessing special taxes, in school districts 7, 8,
U and 19, ' GO 00
inaking detailed return of inventory to secretarv
^of state, \ 10 00
making return of railroad stock to secretary of
' state, G 00
appointment of town officers, 30 00
revising jury box and drawing jurors, 12 00
overseers of the poor, 50 00
warrant for two special town meetings, G 00
•' annual town meetings, 12 00
keeping account with treasurer and recordinjj,-
orders, " 50 00
making up accounts and settling witli au<lit()rs, :>() 00
examining roads and bridges, 50 00
making up inventory books, G 00
notices and hearings on road petitions of .!. T.
Nichols (Jeo. C. I^'nkliam, B. T. Bogers,
J. L. Swaine, .1. I*'. Chcsley, E. L.
Josselyn, 5(1 00
28
making return of ?> liighways,
2\)
ADAMS FUND.
iii.l :\rar.uaret Tattle, s7 (Ml
Abbie Ba.LA-ley, 7 00
Euulce Brackett, 7 00
Mary Foss, 7 00
Loisa P. Emery, 7 00
Mary F. Day, 7 00
Lvdia TTarriinan, 7 OO
Abbie D. Haves, 7 00
:\[artlia D. Hayes. 7 00
Annie F. Howard, 7 (M)
Sarah Nason, 7 00
Anna Selmons, 7 00




Emma P. Rogers, 7 00
Elizabeth McFarland, 7 00
Emerline Page, 7 00
Lvdia A. Warren, 7 00
Ella CoiKn, 7 00
Elmira M. Nutter, 7 00
Wealthv D. Jenkins, 7 00
Adelaide Place, 7 00
Charlotte Place, 7 Oo
Lovey Hovt, 7 00
^laryE. Abbott, 7 00
AbigailHorne, 7 OO
Abria C. Mace, 7 00
Abigail Henderson, 7 00
Fannie Wingate, 7 00
Martha A. Watson, 7 00
^Fary J. Lane, 7 00
Amanda .lenness, 7 00
Kli/abeth P. Hnssev, 7 00
ibiniiah W. Hall, * 7 00
Jane H. Johnson, 7 00
Sarah A. Foss, 7 00
Ab]»v Jenness, 7 00
Sarah A. Hurd, 7 00
Esther Veaton, 7 00
Sarah Hussey,
30





Al)bie Ham. " 00
OUve Corson, I
00









^lahala Home, ^ 00





Louisa W. Chadbourne, I
00
Olive Woodes, " 00















Lydia G. Lawrence, J
00
Deborah Kenney, ^ 00
Abigail T. Ricker, . ^ 00
Dorothy A. Libbey, ^
00
Patience Wentworth, i 00
Caroline Hurd, I
00
Marcia C. Tufts, 3
00
Lucv L. Randlett, ^ 00
Eliza Higgins, I
00



















School department, $ G.732 50
Special >;cliool district taxes, 12,286 15
County paupers, G38 73
Town poor, 938 43
Street lights, 1,438 20
Fire department, " 2,238 03
Highway department, 9,500 09
Sewers and sidewalks, 3,329 49
Miscellaneous highways, 2,304 02
New bridge, ' 5,393 79
Bills consequent on new bridge, 045 90
Police department, 042 98
Notes and interest, 3,150 40
Dog depredations, 1882, 180 50
Bounty on crows and woodchucks, 11 00
Miscellaneous bills, 10,539 74
Selectmen's l)ills, 850 00
Adams fund, 549 00
$07,504 01
Amount assessed in John L. Copp's list of 1883, $48,020 47
due March 1, 1883, in Philander Yar-
ney's list of 1882, 3,513 32
due March 1, 1883. in George B. Rob-
erts' list of 1881, 335 44
$52,469 23
Abatements made in Geo. B. Roberts' list of 1881, $109 88
Philander Varney's list of
1882, 273 34
Jolm L. C..p[)'s list of 1883, 503 50
)?940 72
Amount dui' tlic town on collector's list of Pliilaii-
(]('!• N'arney for 1882, S .'137 79
due the town on collector's list of Jolm b.
Copp for 1883, ;;()17 82
32
ArDITORS' REPORTS ON TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS.
Amount on luind ^fjircli 1, 1883, $ 4,905 28
Recei\'ed of selectmen, 19,904 47
Collector Geo. ]>. Rolierts, 225 50
Collector Philander Varney, 2,902 19
Collector John L. Copp, 45,039 15
$72,976 G5
l^iid on orders of selectmen of 1883, $07,498 10
1882, 135 50
Cash on hand to balance, 5.343 05
$72,976 Cy-y
LIST OF NOTES OUTSTANDING AGAINST THE
TOWN, MONEY HIRED ON THE NEW BRIDGE
AND MARKET STREET.
No. 1, Anthone Neilson,
2, E. J. Mathes,
3, Joseph O. Hayes,
4, Benjamin P. Hayes,








14, Orrin G. HigginR,
15, ^lesliach T. Drew,
17, Lorena Lord,
18, Charles B. Gafney, trustee.
800 00
33
No. 19, (Charles B. Gafney, $ GOO 00
21, Joliii W.Hayes, lOOo 00
22, Norway Plains, Saviu-s Bank, 1000 00
23, Rebecca E. Downs. " 1000 00
24, Silas Ilussev, SOO 00
si 5.443 47
Tlie aliove indebtedness is some more than the actual
cost of tlio brig-e, and is as follows :
I'avments on tlie l)ridge to Silas Hussev. 1881. S G50 00
1882,
1883.
J*aid for land to widen Market street and movin:
bnildings,
bridge connnittee, 1881.
bills conse(|uent on bnilding bridge,
By comparison to town accounts it will be ionnd that
the board of selectmen of 1882 hired on notes ot the town
$GG43.47, and paid out on the bridge only $4520.80, conse-
(piently making a debt of the town on other ex])enses of
$2022. G7, and thus making the indebtedness of the toAvii
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For School District No. 8,
TO^W^XsT OP' X^OCPiESTEPt^
YEAR ENDING MARCH 1884.
Town of Rochester, March 19, 1884.
At the aniuuil town meeting, lioklen on the tenth day of
^larch, 1881, the following vote was passed
:
Voted, That the report of the Superintending School
Committee be printed annually hereafter with the town re-
ports and distributed.
Attest.
HORACE L. WORCESTER, Town Clerk.
SCHOOL COMxMITTEES REPORT.
Seldom have there been so few inefficient schools
throughout the town as during the past year, and we feel
warranted in stating that they have been as successful as
they well can be under our present system of school man-
agement. The prudential committee have been unusually
fortunate in the selection of teachers and no case of insu-
bordination or school trouble has occurred of a sufficiently
serious nature to come to the attention of the school com-
mittee.
And yet no one experienced in supervising schools can
spend even an hour in the best of them without the convic-
tion that their usefulness in fitting scholars to bec(.)me suc-
cessful citizens is far short of what it should he. There is
too much of the superficial, especiall}' in that part of the
school work which is the most elementary. The fact seems
to be overlooked that it is in this that thorough and careful
instruction is most needed to equip men and women to dis-
charge well their duties in active life. It is more essential
to be rapid and accurate in combining numbers in tlic
simple rules of arithmetic, to write a good legibh* hand
with facility and to have the power of expressing tiioughts
in writing with ease—at least so as to be ca})altl(^ of writing
siiii[)lc business letters, notes, receipts and bills—than to
1)0 able to solve difficult ])rol>lems in cube root or algebra,
or to be fauiibar witli the sciences or foreign languages,
because it will be mostly the former that the majority of
people will need to make use of in life.
And still in many of our ungraded schools the ele-
mentary subjects are often strangely slighted. Jn one
pupils were found nine or ten years of age who had not
had sufficient attention from teachers to have learned even
to write their names. Tliis, however, under the circum-
stances, was not strange, for in that same school Avere sev-
eral of the older scholars pursuing the higher English
branches, and one with five different studies, aside from
reading and spelling. The older rather than the younger
scholars were receiving the lion's share of attention and
the higher English consuming the teacher's time, almost to
the exclusion of the more elementary and useful part of a
common school education.
The same evil, to a greater or less extent, is to be found
in nearly all the ungraded schools.
Scholars, m their ambition, are apt, if unrestrained, to
pass hurriedly over first principles and cause an undue
proportion of the teacher's attention to be given to the
higher branches which they are, in most cases, unnecessa-
rily pursuing. They are depriving themselves, as well as
the younger part of the school, of proper instruction in
the real essentials of a practical education.
But what can be done ? To remedy the evil under our
])resent system would require the entire time of all tlie
members of the committee.
If some system of grading could be introduced and tlie
([uality as well as the quantity of work for classes in all the
schools be mapped out the trouble would largely disappear.
]>ut a uniform system of grarling is impossible among
seventeen districts, of Avhich hardly any two will have tlie
same number of weeks' schooling in any one year, or any
one the same number from year to year.
Tills obstacle was ovorcoine by the al)()lition of tli«^
district system and having the schools supported from a
common fund and giving to each the same amount of
schooling. But this failed to give satisfaction. Districts
craved tlie riglit to manage their own educational affairs.
A partial remedy might be found in another manner.
Under our present system of apportionment the Rochester
village, East Rochester and Gonic districts receive about
S642 less of the $1000 extra school money raised by the
town than they pay into the treasury, and this is distril>-
iited among all the other districts, regardless of the
amount of money they may otherwise have. Could this
amount be apportioned among the poorer districts in sucli
a manner as to make tlie school money of each equal, and
as nearly as possible equal to that of the wealthier dis-
tricts, a uniform system of grading throughout the town
perhaps might be possible. But this works a wrong in
one particular. It would tax our people to support long
schools in several small districts, which would contribute
but a small portion to their school money, and which have
few scholars and might be united to other districts, to their
own as well as the advantage of all the other districts.
For instance, that known as the Phineas Hoyt district, the
inhabitants of which paid only $10.4:i t(twards the $97.37
of money allotted them the past year, ought to be divided
up and annexed to other adjoining districts. The two on
tlie main road miglit be united. They are both very
small, one averaging only live and the other hve and one-
half scholars the past year : so likewise might the Flagg
district and that on the Xeck, (.)ne averaging ten and the
other six scholars, and also the Poor Farm district and
Dudley J>. Waldron's, one averaging tliirteen and the
other five scholars the past year. II these six could be
transformed into three, and a sch(»c)lhousc iiiowmI to the
centre of eacli of tlie united districts, the distances schol-
ars would have to travel to school could not be so great as
to much fatigue them, especially in view of the fact that
they would for the most part have good roads over which
to travel. These schools would then be of about the right
size to awaken a healthy competition among pupils and
lend some inspiration to the teachers, would be more inter-
esting and profitable, and in addition have a greater
amount of schooling.
If this reduction in the number of districts could be
made, most of the smaller ones would disajjpear, and the
school money, as before stated, could be so distributed
that the poorer would have nearly as much schooling as
the wealthier districts. A uniform system of grading
could then be introduced, and thoroughness enforced in all
the schools, and the superficial instruction now in vogue in
most of tliem would be avoided.
May we not hope that these needed improvements may
be consummated at an earl}^ day ?
HENRY KIMBALL, ) Superintending
SIDNEY B. HAYES, [ School Committee
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SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 8
BOARD OF EDUCATION
CHARLES W. BROWX, President.






Report of District No. 8.
The time probably will not be very j^oon when improve-
ments may not be made in our >Jchools, yet we think the
village may justly be proud of the eftieieney to which
theirs have arrived. Many of them are among the best to
be found anywhere. The teachers for the most part realize
the importance of their positions, are earnest, hard working
and painstaking, ever Avatching and seeking to improve
themselves by new and improved methods of instructi<:)n.
Tliey bring to their work a good degree of enthusiasm and
succeed in imparting a like spirit to tlieir i)iipils.
Among the many excellencies in our si-uools may be
mentioned the advance made in writing an<l language in
the primaries and intermediates. A short time ago very
little attention was given to either in these grades. X<.w
even the pupils in the primaries, few of whom liave Ix'cn in
school over two years, write a more legil)le hand and witli
more facility than can an equal number of our a(hdt })0[»u-
lation if promiscuously selected.
The children in this grade have also been en -ouraged to
wiite little stories or themes, and many of their })roduc-
tions would be creditable to much older ])eo]»l('.
It was to secure further facilities foi- iiiakin-- iiii|>r(ive-
m<'nts in writnig and coinjxisititni that the district was
asked to furnish text books in language (not in foreign
languages for the high scliool). a proposition which some
thought savored of jobbciy. May it net be a>kc<l il th- re
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are l>etter opportunities for jobbery in buying a few books
in language and reading than in employing teachers, pur-
chasing fuel and supplies for the schools. Usually some
confidence has to be placed in the integrity of those
intrusted with the management of public affairs.
Our school accommodations have heretofore been a great
obstacle to the success of the schools. This, however, is
beino; removed.
The new schoolhouse, a good substantial building, for the
most part well arranged, designed to accommodate the
high school and two hundred and fifty grammar school
pupils, meets a long felt want and is an honor to the
district. It is finely located for drainage and pure air, on
a good spacious lot. If that part of the lot between the
hill and river could be drained and leveled it w^ould make
an admirable play-ground for the scholars.
The Portland- street schoolhouse, which was badly out
of repair, dingy and forbidding in appearance, has been
replastered and painted within and without, and is now
quite a neat, cheerful schoolroom.
The last legislature enacted a law that ^^physiology and
hygiene, including special reference to the effects of
alcoholic stimulants and narcotics upon the human system,
shall be prescribed in all schools sufficiently advanced,"
Only one text book designed to meet the requirements
of this law has been published, and tliis is so inaccurate that
it is thought best not to introduce it. Others are being
Vva'itten and one is now in press, and in accordance with the
advice of the superintendent of public instruction we are
waiting, and as soon as a suitable book can be found the law
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RECEIPTS FOR THE SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS.
Amount from town raised by law,
l*roportion of $1000 extra raised by town,
^' literary fund and railroad tax,
Appropriation by district for schools,






1. Length of spring term in weeks, 12
2. Lengtli of fall term in weeks, 12
3. Lengtli of winter term in weeks, 12
4. Number of weeks taught by males, 72
5. Number of Aveeks taught by females, 432
G. Number of visits made in superintending the
schools, 1 GO
7. Average expenditure to each enrolled scholar, $i) 35
8. Number of scholars attending to Reading and
Spelling, 794 : Penmanship, 704 ; Arithmetic,
713; Geography, 322; English Grammar, 242; U.
S. History, 104 ; Physiology, 30 ; Book-Keeping,
34; General History, 12; Algebra, 51 ; Geometry,
37; Natural Philosophy, 34; Chemistry, 15; As-
tronomy, 15 ; Geology, 15; Botany, 7 ; Physical Ge-
ography, 15; Rhetoric, 23; English Literature, 20 ;
Latin, G2: Greek, 10.
18
HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY.
ENGLISH COURSE.
FIRST YEAR.
First Term, Fall.— Al<i:cbra, r>o.)k-Keeping, Physical Geography-
Second Term, Winter.— Algebra, Book-Keeping, Physical Geography,
Third Term, Spring.—Algebra, General History, Botany.
SECOND YEAR.
First Term, Fall.— General History, Physics, Botany.
Second Term, Winter.-Geometry. Physics, General History.
Third Term, Spring.- Geometry, Physics, Chemistry.
THIRD YEAR.
First Term, Fall.—Geometry, Astronomy, Chemistry.
Second Term, Winter.—Rhetoric, Astronomy, Geology. »
Third Term, Spriug.—Rhetoric, Political Science, Geology.
ENGLISH AND CLASSICAL COURSE.
FIRST YEAR.
First Term, Fall.— Algebra. Book-Keeping, Latin.
.Second Term, Winter.— Algebra, Book-Keeping, Latin.
Third Term, Spring.— Algebra, General History, Latin (Grammar and
Lessons).
SECOND YEAR.
First Term, Fall.—General History, Physics, Latin (Grammar, Prose and
Ciesar).
Second Term, Winter.—Geometry, Physics, Latin (Grammar, Prose and
Ca\sar).
Third Term, Spring.—Geometry, Physics, Latin (Grammar, Prose and
Cicero).
THIRD YEAR.
First Term, Fall.—Geometry, Astronomy, Latin (Grammar, Prose and
Cicero).
Second Term, Winter.—Rhetoric, Astronomy, Latin (Grammar, Prose and
Virgil).




First Term, Fall.—Cheaiistry, En<?li.sli LittM-ature, ^Arithmetic (Mcutul
and Written) reviewed.
Second Term,Winter.—Geology, En^lihh Literature. Grammar aud Analy-
sis reviewed.
Third Term, Spring.—Geology, Botany, (Geography reviewed.
*In tlie fourth year provision is made for a thoroiigli ie\ itw of ccmmoii En;,'li^li
studies,' witli a view to prepare students for teaclung.
CLASSICAL COCRSE.
PREPARATORY FOR COLLEGE.
Same studies during first year as in the English and Classical Cour>e.
SECOND YEAR.
First Term, Fall.—General History, Greek, Latin (Grammar. Prose aud
Ca\sar).
Second Term, Winter.—Geometry, Greek, Latin (Grammar, Prose and
Cicsar).
Tiiird Term, Spring —Geometry, Greek, Latin (Grammar, Prose and Cic-
eroj.
THIRD YEAR.
First Term, Fall,—Greek (Grammar and Anabasis), Latin (Grammar.
Prose and Cicero).
Second Term, Winter.—Greek ((irammar and Anabasis), Latin (Granular,
Prose and Virgil).
Third Term, Spring.—Greek (Grammar and Anabasis), Latin (Grammai-.
Prose and Virgil).
FOURTH YEAR.
First Term. Fall.— (ireek (Grammar and Homer's Iliad), Latin (Gram-
mar, Prose and Cicero).
Second Term, Winter.—Greek (Grammar and Homer's Iliad), Lalir.
((Jrammar, Prose and Virgil).
Third Term, Spring.—Review of Greek and Latin.
Reading and an exorcise In Orthography by all pupils will be re(|Uired
at least four limes a week throughout the Course. Declamations by males.
Recitations l)y females and Compositions by all will be required at least
three times each term.
Graduates of any of the Courses will receive suitable Diplomas.

